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The repairing system is for lining tube sections, free of liquid, in deep wells. Plaster is 
delivered into the section over the entire periphery and also at the ends. 
- A steel pipe is inserted in the pipe section as fiar as the position of the fauh and is 
expanded against the inside wall by a controlled explosion. 
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(54) Process and Device for Repairing Defective Casing Pipelines 



(57) The invention relates to a process for repairing defective, liquid-free 
casing pipelines in deep boring and producing wells. The goal of the invention 
is to decrease the technical and technological complexity in carrying out 
repair work. The object of the invention is to avoid excess expansion and 
leaks, by installing the tubing patch into the pipeline over its entire 
circumference and also on its ends. The problem is solved, according to the 
invention, by inserting a steel tube with the aid of a metered explosion in a 
specific arrangement (device) relative to the defective site and by forcing 
said steel tube into the inside wall of the pipeline. 
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Patent Claims of the Invention: 

1. Process for repairing defective casing pipelines by forcing a steel tube 
into the inside wall of the same, characterized in that the steel tube is 
inserted into the casing pipeline on a cable in a centered arrangement for 
charging the casing pipeline and that by means of the chosen type of 
explosive material, charge compound, energy transfer and direction of 
detonation, the steel tube is deformed in such a manner that it fits snugly 
and sealingly without forming cracks. 

2. Process, as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that the steel tube to be 
forced in is introduced into a device that has an upper cover 3 and a lower 
cover 4, both of which guarantee an unimpeded radial deformation of the ends 
of the steel tube and the release of the line cross section following 
completion of the operation. 

3. Process, as claimed in claim 2, characterized in that the charge projects 
beyond the upper and lower end of the steel tube in the axial direction and 
that there is a weakening of the tube ends with conical phase so that it is 
possible for the ends of the steel tube to fit snugly and for the pipeline 
to be traveled over without any impediments. 

1 Sheet of Drawings 



Field of Application o£ the Invention 

The invention relates to a process and a device for repairing defective liquid- 
free casing pipelines in deep boring and producing wells. 

Characteristics of the Prior Art Technical Solutions 

Defective casing pipelines, which are cemented in or cannot be replaced for 
other reasons, are sealed, as well-known, by installing a metal tubing patch 
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into the inside wall of the pipeline. The tubing patch is a tube, whose 
diameter is decreased in such a manner by a cross sectional deformation that it 
can be inserted into the casing pipeline to be repaired at the defective 
location without any resistance and can be mechanically expanded there with the 
aid of a device. The tight and sealed seat of the tubing patch is achieved by 
cementing in or by an oversize of the outside diameter in relation to the 
inside diameter of the casing pipeline. Surface defects of the inside wall of 
the casing pipeline must be compensated for by an elastically deforming layer 
applied to the outside wall of the tubing patch* The wall thickness of the 
tubing patch ranges from 3 to 4 mm so that it is possible to expand 
mechanically in the radial direction with a force that is justified for the 
strength of the casing pipeline to be repaired. The expansion work is done 
using a mechanically acting expansion head, which is actuated hydraulically , 
mechanically or electrically above ground. There exist solutions to seal leaks 
that are based on the insertion and drilling open of plastic plugs and on the 
pressing of curing mixtures into the leak. 

The drawback with the prior art technical solutions is the high technical and 
technological complexity. The cross section of the tiibing patch has to be 
deformed into the shape of a star or otherwise in a complicated preparation 
step to test a suitable transport size (outside diameter) (for example, fluted 
tube) . When such a tubing patch is expanded locally, the result may be cavities 
between the tubing patch and the casing pipeline to be repaired on account of 
the complicated cross sectional shape. Despite the existing elastic coating 
compounds, said cavities result in leaks and thus to the failure of the 
operation. The result of expanding fluted tubes is conical, high tensile loads 
in the defective casing pipeline. 

Goal o£ the Invention 

The goal of the invention is to decrease the technical and technological 
complexity in preparing and carrying out the repair work and to increase the 
tightness and the strength of the repaired casing pipelines without exposing 
the casing string to high axial stress. 

Presentation of the Essence of the Invention 
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The object of the invention is to propose a process, 

- wherein a steel tube is used as the tubing patch, whose cross section 
does not have to be pres trained. 

wherein the tubing patch fits uniformly and sealingly over the 
circumference, independently of the wear condition of the inside wall of 
the casing tiibe to be repaired. 

that is simple and wherein no hazardous tensile loads act on the casing 
pipeline . 

The invention solves the problem in that a weldlessly rolled steel tube having 
a diameter that guarantees installation up to the defect is transported on a 
cable in a device and forced locally into the casing pipeline. 

The explosive charge is housed in an encasement tube, which sits coaxially in 
the metal tube (patch tube) , which is to be forced in and which is filled with 
a shapeless solid energy transfer medium and is closed by means of an upper and 
lower cover. The upper cover is open and serves to suspend the entire device. 
The device is introduced on the cable into the borehole up to the defect. By 
igniting the explosive charge above ground, the patch tube is forced into the 
casing pipeline. The covers are screwed into the patch tube and dimensioned in 
such a manner that the ends of the patch tube deform radially without any 
resistance under the effect of the detonation wave and can fit snugly. Thus, it 
is guaranteed that the repaired casing pipeline can be traveled over. 

The type of explosive material, the charge compound and the type and tightness 
of the energy transferring medium are chosen in such a manner that at a 
specific shape changing energy and shape changing speed the entire length of 
the patch tube is anchored stationarily and sealingly in the inside wall of the 
pipeline without forming cracks. 

Embodiment 

The embodiment in the drawing depicts a patch tube 10, prepared, according to 

the invention, for the forcing in operation, in a device, comprising the patch 
tube 10, the upper cover 3, and the lower cover 4 with the centering nobber 4, 

the encasement tube 5 with the explosive charge and the detonator 7. The patch 

tube is filled with moist sand 9 and installed on the cable 1 up to the leak 8 

of the casing pipeline 2 to be repaired. The covers 3 and 11 are made of 
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aluminum and are dimensioned and constructed in such a manner that the 
encasement tube 5, the patch tube 10 and the pipeline 2 are centered relative 
to each other; the charge may project beyond the end of the patch tube 10; and 
the covers are to be unscrewed and centered in such a manner during detonation 
that they release the borehole. The weight 12 at the cable prevents the end of 
the cable f rom looping when the upper cover is thrown up. The device is 
assembled above ground. The sand is poured in through the openings in the upper 
cover. For large tube lengths (3 to 10 m) an intermediate centering of the 
encasement tube 5 in the patch tube 10 is possible. 
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